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AMY OF THE POTOMJLC

Its Organization on Arlington Heights,

Virginia.

EEBSfEfSUIiAB CAMPAIGN.

The Army Astride the Chicka--
hominy.

JACKSON'S DIVERSIOBF.

Battles of Seven Pines and
Fair Oaks.

The Army of the Potomac, now holding its
Fourteenth Annual Beunionin this city, lias a
history unsurpassed in glorious achievements.
In patient endurance of hardship; in prompt,
unswerving obedience to its commanders; in
heroic constancy to principle; in exalted
courage in action, the survivors of that magnifi-

cent army may claim rank with the soldiers of
Thcxmopyke, Marston Moor and Bunker Hill.
Through all the vicissitudes of a protracted con-

flict with a hold and aggressive enemy, from
defeat at Bull Bun to final triumph at Appo-

mattox, it hore its houorahle part in crushing
the most powerful rehellion recorded in the
history of nations.

In no other war of equal magnitude can vic-

tory he so fairly claimed by the rank and file
of the army, and in none can defeat so surely
he traced to the incompetency of its command-

ers. A Nation in arms, it represented every pro-

fession and handicraft and every phase of poli-

tics and religion- - Men of genius and. wealth
tented with the obscure and lowly, all animated
hya common sentiment, cemented bya common
danger, and inspired by a common faith in the
justice of their cause. Thus triply armed in the
panoply of those who have their quarrels just,
they stood for four years a living wall between
the Confederate army, ably officered and equally
well disciplined, and theNational Capital. With
the exception of two attempts made by
their opponents to carry the war into the
Northern States, the theater of operations
of the Army of the Potomac was "Virginia.
Both efforts to release that State from the grip
of the Union army ended in disaster to the
Confederates, who retired from the hard con-

tested fields of Antietam and Gettysburg to
recuperate their exhausted energies and refill
their depleted ranks, behind the Bappahan-noc- k.

As the objective point of the Army of
the Potomac was Eichmond, so was that of the
Army of Northern Virginia, Washington. The
Government of the United. States and the Con-

federacy, like tiro mighty chessplayers, having
their kings well to the front, expended all their
energies in projecting them in that exposed
position. Separated hy little over one hundred
miles of territory, the two capitols stood like
towering battlements overlooking the iield of
battle. In this narrow space were fought most
of the great battles of the war Bull Bun,
Seven Pines, Fair Oaks, Gaines' Mill, Malvern
Hill, Cedar Mountain, Grovcton and Second
Bull Bun, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville,
The "Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor,
and a multitude of engagements of less magni-
tude.

It is well, perhaps, for the prosperity of the
united country that the scars of war were con-fln- ed

to narrow limits. Had the capitals of
the contending forces been rnorc widely sep-

arated the area of devastation would have been
increased, and the healing process proportion-
ately retarded.

THE rXEST ENGAGEMENT.
The unvarying success of the Union arms in

Western Virginia had prepared the Northern
people for a corresponding success on the Poto-
mac, and when General McDowell, at the head
of 30,000 raw and undisciplined volunteers,
marched out from his camp at Arlington
Heights to attack Beauregard at Manassas, li ttl e
doubt was entertained that Bich Mountain and
Carrick's Ford were to be repeated on a larger
scale. It is hut fair to the commander'whose
star set on the field of Bull Bun txfadd that he
did not share the rose-color- ed anticipations of
victory that illuminated, the horizon of Wash-
ington. He knew how easily the Confederates,-iightin- g

on interior lines, connected by a net
work of railroads, could a threatened
point, hut was assured, that General Butler
would take care of the Confederate forces on
the Peninsula, and that Johnston's forces in
the Shenandoah Valley should be held thereby
General Patterson, leaving him to cope with
Beauregard single handed. Accordingly, Gen-
eral Patterson, with a force of 18,000 men,
crossed the Potomac at Williamsport on the 2d
of July and took position at Martinsburg.
Johnston then held post at Winchester with
8,000 men. Instead of resorting to the most
effectual method of preventing the union
of Johnston and Beauregard, which would
doubtless have been by moviug up and at-
tacking him, General Patterson remained at
Martinsburg until the 15th, when he advanced
to Bunker Hill, whence, on the 17th, ne fell
off to Charlestown, near Harper's Ferry, leav-
ing Johnston free to form a junction with
Beauregard.

"if you wish to help me, now is the
TIM,"

was Beauregard's laconic message to Johnstou,
who, making a rapid flank march by way of
Ashhy'sGap, took cars at Piedmont and reached
Manassas with his advance brigades in time to
insure tho defeat of McDowell in this the first
engagement of the Armies of the Potomac and
Northern Virginia.

Every one can recall the thrill of rage, disap-
pointment and mortification with which he
received the news as itflashcd over the tele-
graphic wires of the utter rout of the Union
army at Bull Bun. The writer heard the tele-
gram read in an interior town in the State of
Kentucky hy a Confederate recruiting officer,
who took occasion to remark at its close : " That
proves what I have always said the Yankees
wont fight," which .sentiment was received by
his admiring friends with continuous rounds
of applause. Yet, when viewed in the light of
the record, the Union and Confederate reports
agree that Beauregard could not have held his
position half an hour longer Tint for the arrival
ef Johnston's division.

What would have been the effect of wiser
generalship and more aggressive movements in
the summer of 1SGI upon the final issue of the
war it is impossible to determine. An over-
whelming, defeat at Bull Bun, followed by an

immediate advance of the troops under Pat-
terson on tho right, Butler on the left and
McDowell in the center, must have resulted in
the capture of Bichmond, as a similar advance
in tho West would have driven the Confeder-
ates south of tho Tennessee. But it is question-
able whether a sudden and overpowering de-

feat to the Confederates would have brought
about the grand results finally attained.

The country was not yet ready for a procla-
mation of emancipation, and if at any time
previous to the 1st of January, 1863, the rebels
had lain down their arms the freedom of the
slaves would not have been made a condition
of accepting their surrender. It was assumed
by many that slavery, being a national crime,
required a national expiation. Blind instru-
ments in the hands of "Providence to work out
eternal decrees, tho soldiers of the Union
were to wash away the stain upon the national
escutcheon with their blood.

THE EFFECT OF BUM; BUN.
To the eternal honor of the American namo

bo it written that, the first stunning offects of
the reports of failure at Bull Bun being over,
the country arose majestically to meet the
emergency presented. The spirit of patriotism
had evoked tho uprising in April wken the
flag of the Union had been fired upon at Fort
Sumter, but the spontaneous enlistments in the
army after Bull Bun showed that the manhood
of the Northern people had been humiliated,
and now they were ready to vindicate their
right to control tho destinies of the Bepublic.
Three months' troops and scores of
new regiments entered the field for three years
or during the war.

There was no lack of men, nor of money, nor
of munitions of war. An army was soon in the
field, but what the country could not furnish
was an experienced commander for so large
an army. Forgetful of ' the fact that who-

ever led it must learn to command it, and
that the surest way to success was hy the
hazard of defeat, the Government displaced
General McDowell, who had lost his first battle
through no fault of his own, and conferred the
command of the entire army upon a general
tvIio, through tho efficiency and soldierly qual-
ities of a subordinate officer, had won a succes-
sion of victories in comparatively minor engage-
ments in Western Virginia. General McClellan
undertook tho herculean task of moulding
an army from the raw material collected
on Arlington Heights, with skill and vigor.
He.had served with distinction in Mexico; had
studied war in Europe; had witnessed the op-

erations of large armies on active campaigns,
and it is bnt justice to the knowledge displayed
by the youthful commander to say that tho
strength and mobility of the Army of the'Po-toma- c

was largely due to the thorough system
of organization aud discipline through which
it passed while under his leadership. The
force around Washington, of which General
McClellan assumed command on the 27th of
July, 1881, numbered about fifty thousand in-

fantry, less than a thousand cavalry, six hun-
dred and fifty artillerymen, with nine imper-
fect field batteries of thirty pieces. Its rout
at Bull Bun had converted it into a mob, with
little regard for organization. The streets of
Washington were crowded with straggling offi
cers aud men, equally oblivious to shame or
discipline, openly acknowledging that they
had been whipped, and expressing the hope
that some other means than coercion might be
devised to win the "erring sisters" hack to
their allegiance. These, however, were the
fungous growth, that under various names at-
taches to all human organizations. The main
portion of the army remained in camp, dili-
gently striving by constant drill to master the
Tudiments of a military education.

Congress having passed a bill authorizing
the President to dispense with the services of
inefficient officers, the ax was laid at the root
of the abuses aud the army was soon weeded
of worthless wearers of shoulder straps. A
rigid system of military police completed the
work of wholesome discipline, and in an in-

credibly short space of time the encampment
took on the appearance of a military establish-
ment.

ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY.

The work of organization in brigades and di-

visions was a work requiring much care, as it
was necessary that the ranking officer in each
brigade should ha the one best qualified to com-

mand it. Divisions were formed of three brig-
ades of four TCgiments each; hut army corps
were not at once formed. Artillery was as-

signed to divisions in tho proportion of four
batteries to each division, one of which was a
battery of Begulars, the captain of which was
chief of artillery for the division. In addition
to this, an artillery reserve of one hundred
guns and a siege train of fifty pieces was cre-

ated. Before the army took the field this
arm of the service had grown from nine imper-
fectly equipped batteries to ninety-tw- o batter-
ies, served by twelve thousand five hundred
men fully equipped for active duty. An engi-
neer establishment, --with a topographical bu-

reau and companies of engineers, bridge trains
and equipage adequate to the wants of a large
army was also organized. While this work
was going on a thorough system of defenses
were constructed for Washington, both for the
northern and southern side of tho Potomac, of
so formidable a character as to effectually pre-
clude all danger of the capital being carried by
sudden assault. This was the work of three
mouths, in which time the Army of the Poto-
mac had grown from infancy 'to the full stature
of manhood, numbering 100,000 men.

It had reached its growth through the skill-
ful manipulation of General McClellan. Taught
by the bitter experience of its iirst essay at
arms that something else was needed thau
numbers, and dimly conscious of what that
something was, tho intelligent mass yielded it-

self as one mind to the hand of the master, and
emerged from the training-scho- ol fit to cope
with equal numbers upon any field. Whatever
criticism may be passed upon tho management
of the army by General McClellan in its sub-
sequent campaigns, there can bo but ono ver-
dict upon the tireless energy, and tho knowl-
edge of what an army should be, displayed by
him during its transition state from a crowd
of civilians to an army of soldiers in the sum-
mer and autumn of 18G1.

THE PENINSUIAK CAMPAIGN.
Looking back upon this campaign after the

lapse of twenty-on- e years, i seems incredible
that a movement evidently planned upon sound
military principles and executed in its initial
moves with so much energy, should have been
so barren of results. Unfortunately for its
success, the commander of tho army, who alone
was responsible for the inception and execution
of the campaign, was not clothed with suffi-

cient authority to give him absolute control of
the forces under his command. Before the
President would consent to a change of base to
the lower Chesapeake, he required that a largo
force sufficient to preclude all danger to the

capital should be left to cover Washington. In
conformity with this wise precaution', seventy-thre- e

thousand men, under command of Gen-

erals Banks.and Wadsworth, were posted as fol-

lows: 18,000 in garrison in front of Washing-
ton; 7,780 at Warrenton ; 10,859 at Manassas;
35,407 in the Shenandoah Valley, and 1,350 on
tho lower Potomac The mountain department
had been created and General Fremont assign-
ed to command, to which was added General
Blenker's division, which had been designed to
accompany McClelland, and, at tho last mo-

ment, tho President decided upon the detach-
ment of McDowell's corps, which was retained
on tho lino of the Bappahannock. The move-
ment against Bichmond from tho lower Chesa-
peake was undertaken against the judgment of
President Lincoln and at no time received the
hearty support of the War Department. He
had relied on tho powerful armament of the
naval vessels to destroy the water batteries
while he attacked the forts at Yorktown and
Gloucester Point from the rear. His force
was landed on the peninsula, wheuco it was
his intention to move upon tho rear of the
works at Yorktown while the corps of Mc-

Dowell performed the same service in the rear
of tho works at Gloucester Point.

Upon application to Flag Officer Goldshoro,
he was informed that no naval force could be
spared for that purpose, since he regarded tho
works as too strong for his available vessels-Defeate- d

in this expectation, McClellan was
doomed to the same disappointment with
regard to McDowell. On the very day he ar-

rived at Yorktown he was met by an order de-

taching McDowell's corps, which, being the
last to embark at Alexandria, he supposed was
on its way to join him.

The alternative was presented of breaking
the lines stretching across tho peninsula or
settling down to a siege of Yorktown. A weak
spot being found, four companies of Vermont
troops were pushed across tho Warwick by wad-
ing, breast deep, under cover of an artillery fire.
They drovo the Confederates from their riflo
pits, and were by eight additional
companies. The Confederates, on retiring, re-

ceived ,and, by a successful
countercharge retook their first position, driv-
ing the Union troops into the stream, where
many of them were killed. Tho Vermont
troops had held the position nearly an hour en-

tirely unsupported, and there was nothing to
preventa brigade or a division, ifnetiessary1, "b-
eing sent to their support. Then, followed the
" Siege of Yorktown," which terminated on tho
6th of May, by the discovery that' tho works
were untenanted, tho Confederates having
quietly vacated them and fallen back towards
Bichmond. When McClellan first landed on
the peninsula force was 11,000 men

6,000 in garrison at Yorktown and Gloucester
Point and 5,000 stretched out over a line thir-
teen miles in extent. This force was subse-
quently increased, but at no time amounted to
more than one-ha- lf tho numerical strongfch of
McClellan's araiy.

ON TO EICHMOND.
The memory of Bull Bun was still too vivid

to allow an assault to bo made, and, greatly to
the surprise of General Magruder, his power-
ful antagonist made no other attempt than
that mentioned to break through his" lines
Tho road to Bichmond now being open, tho
spldiers of the army turned their faces hope-
fully towards the Confederate capital. Then
followed the battle of Williamsburg, the re-

treat of Johnston, and the toilsome pursuit,
until, on the ICth of May, the advance divis-
ions encamped, at White House, at the head of
navigation on tho Pamunkey, where a railroad,
running from the York Biver to Bichmond,
offered a convenient base of supplies.

In the meantime the Confederate congress,
by the passage of the conscription acts, had
placed Mr. Davis in control of the inilitarv
resources of the South, and-
poured into Bichmond by everyj-train- . They
were at once transferred to the'army, then5
snugly ensconscd behind the Chickiihoininy;
Tho skillful general who had managed to hold
in check the Army of tho Potomac and, by
withdrawing in the nick of time from York-tow- n

and Williamsburg, save his army, finding
himself menaced by an army in his front and
on his left flank, determined to refuse battle
until it was forced upon him by an advance of
either McClellan or McDowell. The force
under command of tho latter, including
Shields' division, detached from Banks' corps,
amounted to 41,000 men and 100 guns.

The 26th of May was fixed as the date of
junction of the two armies, and to this end
McClellan pushed his right wing well forward
and McDowell advanced eight miles south of
Fredericksburg. Porter's corps was advanced
by McClellan to Hanover Junction, where it
encountered and defeated General Branch and
established the right wing of the Army of the
Potomac within fifteen miles or ono day's
march of McDowell's, who in turn was eager
to advance. Beaders of The National Trib-
une will recall the account given some months
since of the repulse of Jackson, by General
Nathan Kimball, in command of Shields'
division, at Winchester, on March 27th, and
his pursuit up the Valley of the Shenandoah
to his old eyrie in the Blue Bidge beyond Har-
risonburg. Hero he received
which augmented his command to 15,000 men
Banks' force, on the contrary, reduced by tho
detachment of Shields' division to about 5,000,
was posted at Harrisonburg.
STONEWALL JACKSON CREATES A DIVERSION.

The threatened junction of McClellan and
McDowell rendered a diversion necessary, and
Banks' exposed position in tho Shenandoah
Valley furnished the opportunity. General
Milroy, in command of one of Fremont's bri-
gades on its way to ce Banks', was at-
tacked and driven back-b- y Jackson, who had
left General Ewell to watch Banks, who,'
perceiving his danger, withdrew to Strasburg.
Jackson, having joined Ewell after defeating
Milroy, followed rapidly, captured Konly's
First' Maryland regiment, after a hard fight, at
Front Eoyal, and came upon Banks at Win-
chester, who, after such resistance as a small
force could make against superior numbers
retired hastily to the north bank of tho Poto-
mac, making a march of fifty-thre- e miles in
forty-eig- ht hours.

Now, if ever, was McClellan's opportunity,
and both he and McDowell were eager to em-
brace it. . An order given by each to allow no
communications from Washington to reach
them, and a concerted attack upon the de-
fenses of Bichmond would have resulted in
the capture of tho Confederate capital, the
flight of the Confederate government, and
possibly the collapse of the Confederacy.

No portion of the history of tho war of the
rebellion, or, in fact, of any war of equal mag-
nitude, presents more startling evidence of the
power of a non-milita- ry cabal at the capital
than that of this period. At a time when a
great victory was imperative to float tho na

tional credit and prevent' foreign interference,
when the heart of tho President had been
sickened by long and tedious delays, in which
the gloom had been lightened only by tho vic-
tories in the West, when the prize of tho Con-

federate capital was within the grasp of the
Union armies, tho President, yielding to tho
clamor of tho timid souls about him, who pro-
fessed to believe that the capital was in danger
of capture by Jackson, withdrew McDowell
and sent him off upon a fruitless chase after
Stonewall Jackson, a hundred miles away.

THE AEMY ASTRIDE THE CHICKAHOMINY.
In moving forward from Williamsburg, Mc-

Clellan had chosen thcrlino of tho York 'Biver,'
for tho excellent reason that each day's march
brought him nearer McDowell's corps. The
Chickahominy, which Swintpn describes as a
"wet ditch in front of Eichmond," was not
fordable, and there were few bridges. Across
ono of these, Bottoms', he threw Casey's divis-
ion on the 20th of May, followed by.tho corps
of Keyes and Heintzclinan, leaving Sumner's,
Porter's and Franklin's corps on the left bank;

Tho time for vigorous.-an- d skillful work by
the bridge builders had .now come. With his
army divided by a deep stream, no time should
have been lost.in constructing sufficient bridges
to enable the remaining corps to cross and re-cro- ss

at will ; hut eight days passed by before
two bridges were built in front of Simmers'
corps, and up to tho 31st no provision had
been made for tho crossing of the right wing
of the army. In case of an attack upon 'the
portion of the army already crossed, a detour of
twenty-thre- o miles would be required for
Porter's corps to reach the field or
him in case he was attacked. Tho stream
flows through a belt of heavily timbered
swamp, inundated during the-sprin-g freshets to
an extent of several miles in width, and even
when "not inundated the ground is spongy and
impassable for artillery or heavily loaded
wagons. Mr. William Swinton, in his " Cam-
paigns of tho Army of tub Potomac," gives the
following description of the battles of Fair
Oaks and Seven Pines :

"In this state of facts, McClellan's disposi-
tion of his army must be 'considered a grave
fault; and inaction in such a situation was in
the highest degree dangerous. 'A general,'
says tho Archduke Charles, ' must suppose that
his opponent will do against him whatever he
ought to do.' Now, for Johnston to omit to
strike one or the other of Jthese exposed wings,

pwas to neglect that principle which forms the
whole secret of war to ibe superior to your
enemy at the point of collision: it was, in fact,
to neglect a unique opportunity of delivering--

decisive blow.
JOHNSON SEIZES THE' OPPORTUNITY.

"The Confederate commander was not-th- e

man to let slip such an opportunity! and, as
soon as reconnaissances kad fully developed the
position of that portion of' the Union army
which lay on the Eichmond'side of the Chicka-
hominy, ho determined to act It was a situa-
tion in wliich, by bringing two-tliir- of his
own force to bear against one-thir- d of the
Union force, he might hope? not merely to de-

feat but to destroy tho exjposed wing. By tho
30th of May ho had formed his resolution, and
he immediately made preparations for carry-
ing it into effect on the following day. During
the night of the 30th there came a storm of
unwonted violence; and this circumstance,
while it would embarrass the execution s
Johnston's" proposed plan,, at the same time
gave that general tho hope of making the
operation still more complete from the situa-
tion in which it would place his opponent.

"The reconnaissance of the Confederates had
disclosed the fact that Casey's division of
Keyes' corps held an advauccd position on the
Williamsburg road, three-quarte- rs of a mile
beyond tho point known as Seven Pines and
about six miles from Eichmond. Couch's di-

vision, of tho same corps, was stationed at
jSeven Pines, on both sides of tho Williamsburg
road and along tho Nine-mil- e road, his right
resting at Fair Oaks Station, on tho Bichmond
and York Biver Eailroad. Of the two. divisions
of Heintzelman's corps, that of Kcarnoy was on
the Williamsburg road and tho railroad, three-quarte- rs

of a mile in advance of Savage Station ;

and that of Hooker was guarding the approaches
of the White Oak Swamp.

"In this state of facts, Johnston made tho
following dispositions for attack : Hill (D. H.),
who had been covering the Williamsburg and
Charles City road, was directed to move his
division,' supported by tho division of Long-stree- t,

out on the Williamsburg road, but not
to move till Huger's division, which was to
move out on the Charles City road, should re-

lieve him. Huger's duty was to strike the left
flank of the Union forco which Hill and Long-stre- et

should engage in front. G. W. Smith,
with his division, was to advance on the right
fiauk of tho Union force, to the junction of the
New Bridge road with tho Nine-mil- e road,
there to bo in rcadiuess either to fall on Keyes'
right or to cover Longstreet's left. Tho divis-
ions were to move at daybreak; but tho
wretched condition of tho roads, resulting from
the storm, greatly retarded the movement of
the troops. Hill, Longstrcct, and Smith, in-

deed, were in position by 8 o'clock ; but not so
Hugcr. For hourafter holfr, Longstreetand Hill
awaited in vain for tho signal-gu- n that was to
announce Huger's arrival jn his proper position.
At length, at 10 o'clock, Hill went forward on
tho Williamsburg ro'ad, and presently struck
Casey's division. Tho advance position be-
yond Seven Pines, held by that officer, was
defended by a redoubt, rifle-pi- t, and abatis 5

but, at this time, these, works were only in
process of contraction, ajid tho troops were,
indeed, engaged at this work when the attack
was made. Tho pickets- were quickly driven
in, and the moro so that a regiment, sent for-

ward to support tho pickot-lin- o, gavo way with-
out making much if any resistance. The first
blow fell upon Naglee's brigade, which held a
position in advance of tho redoubt, whero it
made a good fight, aud hclS 'the enemy in check
for a considerable time,; and then retired and
fought with the rest of the division in tho re-
doubt and rifle-pit- s the force being strength-
ened by Peck's brigade, sont fbtward by General
Couch. Tho Confederate advanced in closo
columnp, and suffered severely from tho bat-
teries in front of and im the' redoubt. Pres-
ently, however, one of the brigades, which had
been sent round on tho left of Casey, gained
thorear of the redoubt. When, therefore, asovoro
flank fire was opened by tho forco that had
made this detour, tho division crumbled away,
tho guns in the redoubt and a portion of those
of the battery in front were captured, and such
of the troops as held together woro brought to
a stand at General Couchfc position at Seven
Pines.

"Early in the action; General Keyes, whose
troops woro those upon whom the attack had
thus far fallen, finding ho was being hard
pushed, had sent to General Heintzelman, who

IGmlinued on llh page. ..

J

THE MAP TO THESES

Kilpatrick's Cavalry on the March

Through.' Georgia.

A SCOUT 'TO aGLLEF.

An Engagement with "Wheeler's
Cavalry near Waynesboro'r

GALLANT SABER CHARGE.

A Graceful Act of Courtesy, Per-

formed by General "Wheeler.

By J. JB. Kilbourne.

rr.
By tho 22d of November both wings of tho

army had .arrived in and about Milledgeville,
having accomplished tho first stage of the move-
ment within tho seven days designated, and on
tho2-lt- h Sherman renewed the niarchpi voting
slowly southeastward and following tho river
courses by six parallel roads leading towards
Millen, while tho main body of the cavalry, in
ordor.to cover and shield the movement, was
sent eastward towards Warrington and in the
direction of Augusta.

Kilpatrick, after crossing the Oconee Biver,
Tested his men and horses until the supply
train came up, but started again at 11 o'clock
that night, despite the fact that they had
marched thirty miles that day and both man
and beast were fatigned. At daylight they
were twenty miles away, but before leaving,
a detail of twelve men from each company
those ivho had fleet horses being selected was
made and placed under command of Major
Estis, General Kilpatrick's adjutant-genera- l,

who was to start on a special expedition at 12
o'clock that night and make a forced march
to tcscuc the Union soldiers then prisoners at
Milieu, seventy-fiv- e miles distant. So, after
feeding and resting our jaded horses and'ob-tainin- g

a fresh supply of ammunition, we got
off before midnight. Tho command was unin-
cumbered with wheels. The roads wero dry,
and it was a bright moonlight night. Little
suspecting the object of tho expedition we
sileutly moved on during tho lony night
through forest and towns, with nothiug to
break tho silence save tho tread of the horses
or clatter of our sabcis and sound of the bugle
to dismount and lead our horses on coming to
a stream, and then to closo up and move on. So
fatigued wero some of the men that they would
fall asleep and ride for miles quite unconscious.

A RAWD RIDE TO MILLEN".

A little after daylight we stopped at a farm-hous- e

where thero was corn and fodder for our
horses, and rested an, hour or.so. While the
boys made coffee to soften ,up.Aeirhard,
tack,' the servants of tho house, brought us
some sweet potatoes and a littlo bacon, which
gave us a good breakfast. Shortly after sun-
rise we were again in the saddle, having rid-
den within the past twenty-fou- r hours over
sixty miles. During the night we had passed
soveral towns, the names of which we did not
know ; but the negroes told us we were still
forty miles from Millen.

During the forenoon we made good progress,
meeting with- - no opposition. About the many
plantations which wo passed wo saw no one
but now and then some old gray-heade- d man
walkiug about tho house, looking at us as we
passed. Their sons and their sons' sons were
all in the rebel service.

At noou we made another short stop to feed
and water. Hero we in some way got tho im-

pression that the prisoners had been seut
away from Millen, but could not altogether
credit the report, hut as we advanced the evi-
dence became more conclusive. About 4 o'clock
we came in sight of the prison pen in which our
poor boys had suffered so keenly even death
itself. How our hearts leaped with joy at tho
sight and at the thought that we should be
able to effect their release !

Millen is situated on the Savannah and
Charleston Bailroad, and tho stockade is some
distance to tho north and near the branch road
funning to Augusta. Maj. Estis, with his scouts,
made a reconnaissance, capturiug the guard,

some thirty that had been left behind, who
informed us that tho prisoners had been re-

moved tho Tuesday before, and that most of
the oilicers had been sent to Columbia, S. C,
while the privates had been taken south on
tho Gulf Eailroad. After destroying tho stock-
ade aud its surrounding buildings, Major Estis,
with his command, as ordered, joined Kilpat-ric- k

south of Waynesboro', and participated in
tho engagement near that place.

ENCOUNTERING "WHEELER'S CAVALRY.
Kilpatrick, who had made a detour to the

northeast, feinting on Augusta, but trying in
the mean time to reach and destroy tho impor-
tant railroad bridge aud trestle-wor- k at Briar
Creek, near Waynesboro', half way between
Augusta and Millen, hearing that the Union
prisoners had been removed from Millen, re-
newed tho march by one of tho priucipal roads
towards Augusta, giving it out that the army
was advancing on that city. After ho had
passed the Ogeecheo Shoals, Wheeler heard 'of
his movements and rapidly concentrated his
force, which was then superior to Kilpatrick's
as to numbers, and took position on tho
south of Briar Creek Swamp. Kilpatrick. in
obedience to his orders, turned the head of his
column to tho right upon the road running
from Warrington to Waynesboro', and was well
on his way to the latter placo boforo Wheeler
was awaro of it. But Wheeler, learning of his
whereabouts, attacked him at 12 o'clock at
night, and tho Eighth Texas and Eighth In-
diana coming together in tho darkness got
badly mixed up in tho fight. Tho latter regi-
ment was driven inon its reserve, and when
tho ehemy withdrew quito a number of tho
Eighth Texas found themselveprisoners ia its
hands.
.Wheeler, following up, attacked the next

morning, but gained nothing, except that Kil-
patrick was obliged to abandon, for tho time be-

ing, tho burning of tho Briar Creek bridge and
turn southward from Waynesboro' after de-

stroying a few miles of railroad. On tho 27th
Major Estis, with his command, joined the
division near Waynesboro', and Kilpatrick,
upon hearing the result of tho expedition, re-
solved to rejoin the army about Louisville.
That morning Murray's brigado movod to tho
front, while Atkins, with his command, be-
came rear guard, each brigade taking alter-
nately the brunt of the contesting fight with
Wheeler,
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CDTTINO THEIR WAY THROUGH.
During the forenoon Kilpatrick, with his

staff and escort, was in tho rear, following at
some distance, with General Atkins' rear guard
"watching the enemy's movements. Wheeler
had sent Anderson's brigade, early in the
morning, around on our right with instructions
to place his command on our flank, and, if pos-

sible, divide our column before wo could reach
Bnckhead Creek, five miles distant. Our rear
guard .bad but just passed the cross-Toa- d when
Anderson's advance came up on the ran and
placed themselves in single line acros the
Toad in our rear and commenced firing.

Kilpatrick seeing that he was cat off, led
his men on at once in a charge with the saber
and cut his way through.

Anderson, knowing there was a large cause-
way and bridge at Bnckhead Creek crossing,
pressed us vigorously up to that point and
while wo were crossing. Colonel Heath, with
his regiment, was the first to cross, and took a
good position on tho opposite bank, and with
his two howitzers checked the rebel adtance
until the division could cross, when he at-

tempted to burn the bridge, but was only suc-
cessful in part, for Anderson soon crossed it
after us, while Wheeler, with the balance of
his command, crossed at a ford below. Kilpat-
rick now moved forward three miles and took
a strong position at Eeynolds' plantation. Here
Wheeler attacked in force, but was decisively
repulsed.

A NIGHT OF ANXIETY.
Advancing through an open field on our

barricades his division held their fire until
they were within Bhort carbine range, and
then opened with both artillery and small
arms. The left and center being finally driven
back, reformed and moved around on our left
flank, when Kilpatrick fell back aross the
open field in columns of Tegiments, preserv-
ing our line of frontage, and again formed
line of battle under cover of the woods, keep-
ing up a brisk skirmish fire until the darkness
closed tho engagement. He then drew back
threemilesfurtherandwentintocamp.Bysome
misunderstanding between Colonel Sanderson
and Captain Cockley, a staff officer of Kilpat-
rick's, the rear of our camp was left exposed,
without any picket, and it was not until the
officer of the day made his "grand round"
that the mistake was discovered. The Ninety-seco- nd

was at onco sent out and the horses of
the division remained saddled all night, for we
expected another night attack. Had Wheeler
known tho situation of our lines up to this
hour he could have marched his division into
our camp aud, for I aught I know, taken the
most of us prisoners. It was a night of anxiety.
The Tenth changed their position three times,
for Wheeler, having received
by way of Augusta, outnumbered us two to one.
Anderson, who during the day had held the
advance, afterwards boasted, as we learnedfrom
prisoners, that he had routed Kilpatrick, causing
him to fly ia confusion, with a loss of nearly
two hundred killed, wounded and prisoners.
General Anderson was simply mistaken, for he
took no prisoners, and as we fought mainly
protected by barricades, the loss in killed and

v wounded was; .correspondingly small, while his
los3 was fully two hundred killed and wounded
in the engagement at Eeynolds' plantation.
During tho next day we arrived at Louisville
without much opposition. Kilpatrick now
rested his horses for a day or so, during which
time the Fourteenth Corps came up, and then
obtained permission from General Sherman to
deliver Wheeler a return blow.

RETURNING THE COiTPLEUENT.
On tho 1st of December, supported by Gen-

eral Baird's division, Kilpatrick again returned
and attacked Wheeler near Waynesboro. Tho
night before tho battle, having camped near a
plantation in a beautiful pine forest, our pickets
wero attacked at several points, and there was
moro or less firing all night., At midnight
Wheeler commenced shelling our camp at long
range. The first shell struck one of the men
on picket and literally tore him to atom3. At
3 o'clock we were again in the saddle. Baird's
division had como up during the evening and
had gone into camp a half mile in our rear, and
while we were saddling up we could hear their
drums beating reveille. Waynesboro' lay about
three or four miles north of us, on the branch
railroad leading to Augusta, and between us and
the town ran a branch of Briar Creek, on
this side of which Anderson's brigade lay, pro-
tected by a good barricade, commencing at the
cut on the railroad on their left and extending
around to the swamp on their extreme right.
Wheeler's main force and artillery were across
the creek nearly a half mile in their rear.
Long before daylight Kilpatrick formed his
division in lino of battle, supported by Baird,
and moved out to our picket line, with Atkins
brigade in the center, tho Ninth Michigan on
tho right and Ninety-secon- d Illinois mounted
infantry on the left, with tho Tenth Ohio in
tho center; companies B and I were thrown
out as skirmishers, while the Ninth Ohio and
First squadron was stationed in rearassup-por-t,

with tho other two brigades supporting
tho flanks somewhat thrown back and over-
lapping. In this position we were dismounted
and stood at our horses' heads awaiting the first
ray of light to deyelop the enemy's position.
Far away in tho distance over the fields wo
could seo tho glimmer of his camp-fire- s.

Captain Becbc's battery, was placed on tho
right, thrown forward, while the general and
his staff sat upon their horses just in rear.

NO PLACE TO TRADE JACK-KNIVE-S.

We had drawn a fresh supply of ammuni-
tion and were now retracing our steps by Gen
eral Sherman's own orders, with instructions
to " give Wheeler all the fighting he wanted."
Having, during tho past week, received some
hard blows, we felt confident that tho time
had como for hot work, and the moments
seemed hours, the hours days, as wo waited for
tho dawn. At tho first flush of tho morning
light our lines were moved forward steadilv,
until we were within eighty rods of the en-

emy's lines. Wheeler at onco opened on us
with his artillery, to which our own quickly
replied. Almost the first round from Wheelor s
guns sovered tho staff of Kilpatrick's cojors
and turning to his staff officers ho said: "Boys,
this is no placo to trade jackknives; give them
the saber."

Then tho lines moved forward, and coming
up within carbine range the charge was sounded.
With a cheer the lino dashed forward and up
to tho enemy's works. For a fow moments tho
enemy's fire was terrific Captain Norton, com-

manding tho right of tho advanco line, fell
from his horse mortally wounded. The Ninety-secon- d,

on the left, found marshy ground and
were obliged to dismount and make the charge
on foot. Being armed with tho Spencer seven-shooter- s,

they were always as good as a brigade
in a fight; they made tho charge, firing rap-
idly and holding their position close to their
works, but the center mounted advance having
run against a ditch just in front of their barri

cade were forced to dismnnntand fill it up,tak
ing tho rails out of the enemy's works.

ANDERSON'S BRIGADE CAPTURED.
This caused somo little delay, during whiclt

time the resorve moved up and engaged An-
derson's men. As the lines were not over six
rods apart, they could not show their heads'
over their work3r but would raise their guns
and firoover at random, stubbornly holding
thoir position ajjainst odds. Though the crisis
of the ensraqement was with the left and cen-
ter, the fight was by no means all there. The
right was also engaged with Dibrell's and
Hnme's advance, thrown back in. the bend of
the creek and pretcctcdiirom: viewby.the tmi

I derbrush that lined the stream. Beebes bat
tery was brought up and put in position near
the cut hy the railroad, to which Wheeler's
guns replied from the other side of the creek.
By the time the center had filled the ditch,
several breakshadbeen made in the barricades,
where the lino was ordered tomountand chargo
through. Up to this time Anderson's men had
held their ground stubbornly, but when they
saw that our center had broken through, and
with a cheer were moving to their rear, front
their right and left, they threw down their
arms and started on the run to the rear to re-
gain their led horses which were-som- distance
back. But this they found it impossible to do.
Kilpatrick, leading the charge, dashed in upon
them with the saber before they could reach,
their horses, which became frightened and
stampeded, and such as did not cross the creek
were captured. Most of Anderson's brigade-wer- e

taken prisoners. Wheeler, supposing that
Anderson could hold his line, had crossed with,

for the center and his left.
They were deploying when their right broke-Atki-

ns

at once advanced upon their left, driv-
ing them back and across the creek in confu-
sion. We could see an officer dashing down,
the line with- - his saber raised, and hear hi3
voice, calling on his "brave men" to "stand
and fight the invaders."

This officer, we afterwards learned from tho
prisoners, was General Wheeler. His lines
were broken, at every point, and, following: up
tho advantage, Kilpatrick crossed the creek at
three places, drove Wheeler's forces through,
the town for eight miles, after which he re-

turned, destroying the railroad bridge at Brier
Creek. . Wheeler admits that it was with diffi
culty ho "'succeeded in withdrawing" from,
his position at Waynesboro', but seeks to tako
off the edge of his chagrin by reporting that h8
was attacked by the Fourteenth Corps, as well
as by Kilpatrick's cavalry. Baird's division
was not engaged during the day, but its pres-
ence and close support, no doubt, assisted Kil-
patrick by enabling him to make more decisiv.3
movements than he otherwise would have

WHAT GENERAL SHER3TAN SAYS.
General Sherman, in his Memoirs, thus de-

scribes the engagementi "While the left wing
was marching toward Louisville, north of the
railroad, General Kilpatrick had, with his cav-
alry division, moved rapidly toward Waynes-
boro', on the branch railroad leading from Mil-
len to Arigusta. He found Wheeler's division,
of rche1 cavalry there, and had considerable
skirmishing with.it, but, hearing that onr pris-
oners had been removed two days before ffonr
Millen, he returned to Louisville on the 29th
where he found the lefc wing. Here he re-

mained a couple of days to rest his horses, and
receiving orders from me to engage Wheeler
and give him all the fighting he wanted he
procured from General Slocmn the assistance
of the infantry divisiou of General Baird, and
moved back to Waynesboro' on the 2d of De-

cember. Near Waynesboro' Wheeler was again
encountered and driven through the town and
beyond Brier Creek toward Augusta, thus
keeping up the delusion that the main army
was moving towards Augnsta. General Kilpat-
rick's fighting and movements- - about Waynes-
boro' and Brier Creek wero spirited, and pro-
duced a good effect by relieving the infantry-colum- n

and the wagon-train- s of aH molestation
during their march on MiUen. Having thus
covered that flank, he turned south, and fol-

lowed the movements of the Fourteenth Corps
to Bnckhead Church, north of Millen and near
it. No enemy- - opposed us, and we
could onlyoccasionally hear the faint reverberu
tions of a gun to our left rear, where we knew
that General Kilpatrick was skirmishing with,
Wheeler's cavalry, which persistently followed
him."

POSITION" OF SHERUAN'S ARMY.
On the 3d of December General Sherman,

entered Millen with the Seventeenth Corps,
stopping over one day to communicate with, all
parts of tho army. General Howard, with 53
Fifteenth Corps, was south of tho Ogeechee
Eiver, opposite Scarboro'. General Slocum was
at Bnckhead Church, four miles north of Mil
len, with tho Twentieth, Corps ; the Fourteenth,
was ten miles north, on tho Augusta, road at
Lumpkin Station, north of Millen. The cav-
alry division, while returning from their fight
with Wheeler, was within easy support of the
left wing.

Thus the army wa3 in good position and la
good condition, having very largely subsisted
on the country through which it passed. Our
wagons wero full of forage and provisions, but
as we approached Savannah the country be-ca-mo

barren and less productive, and food and
forage became scarce. We passed largo planta-
tions, once under good cultivation, but now
abandoned and covered with forests of beauti-
ful pitch-pin- e. The light, sandy soil produced
an abundance of sweet potatoes, which were
very acceptable, and the boys never failed to
lay in a good supply from the heaps buried
along the roadside, to roast when they wont into
camp at night. They were so large that one
would make a reasonably good meal.

A GRACEFUL. ACT OF COURTESY.
Captain Norton, of the Tenth regiment, who

had been mortally wounded at Waynesboro',
was taken to a house near tho battlefield and.
left in charge of his sergeant,where he died the
same night, and, as Wheeler passed throngh the
town the next day, was buried by his menr
and, four days afterwards, hy flag: of truce, he
sent the sergeant with tho captain's horse and
equipments, arms, watch, and memorandum;
book, announcing the death and burial of that
officer. The officer bringing this sad naws was
commanding the rear guard the morning we
entered Chapel Hill, N. C, and was mortally
wounded by my command, and during-- the six
days of the armistice died, and I was one of
his pall-bearer- s. I visited him several times
before his death, as he was taken to a house
near our camp, and from him obtained th
above facts.

To be continued.

Tho Loyal Leg ton In California- -
The annual meeting of the Commandery of

California, Loyal Legion of the United State
was held at the Occidental Hotel, San Francis-
co, on the 9th insfc. After the transaction, oi
business the annual dinner wa3 served.


